June 3, 2022
Welcome to the 18th edition of RMC's newsletter! We are thrilled to share our
new electronic communication with you to give you a snapshot of RMC's
work. In this monthly newsletter, we will provide project spotlights, news on
recently approved projects, updates on active projects and our Joint Powers
Authority activities. We will also share any events, funding opportunities, as
well as announcements.

A Message from RMC's Executive Officer

Dear Melissa,
It’s June and summer is here! It’s been a pleasure continuing to safely meet inperson and partner in wonderful community events. We even had our first hybrid
board meeting last month and enjoyed having board members with us at our office,
known as “El Encanto,” in the San Gabriel Mountains.
June brings with it celebrations that highlight the strength, resilience, and history of
a few of the diverse communities within our region. Juneteenth, observed on June
19th, is a federal holiday that commemorates the emancipation of enslaved AfricanAmericans. While it became a federal holiday last year, Juneteenth has been
celebrated by African-American communities in various parts of the United States
since 1865. This holiday reminds us of the struggle underscoring the assurance of

equality for all in our nation and reminds us that this struggle is not over. In June,
we also celebrate LGBTQ PRIDE month. Another celebration that also reminds us
of the perseverance it’s taken, and continues to take, to ensure safety and equality
for all.
At the RMC, we acknowledge that historically not all communities have had
equitable access to open space. In fact, some communities even had systematic
barriers put in place to prevent that equitable access. For our diverse communities,
we know open space presents an opportunity for new possibilities, for healing, for
equity and justice. This month we are reminded of the pivotal role we play in
bringing that opportunity to our communities. We believe that everyone should
have equitable access to the natural environment and the benefits that come with
spending time in nature. It’s why we adopted an environmental justice policy with
three key environmental justice principles: community driven
empowerment/organizing campaigns, identification of incompatible land uses, and
recognize opportunities to create green infrastructure such as community open
space and alternative transportation modes including non-motorized modes, think
bicycling, scooters, walking.
We know that while the strides made have been great, we have much more work
to do to ensure open space for all. We are excited in partnering with you in doing
this great work. As we move into the hot summer months, stay cool and we’ll see
you out there.
And to all the dad’s- Happy Father’s Day!
Be Safe and Well,
Mark

Project Spotlights

Walnut Creek Nature Park
City of Baldwin Park

Walnut Creek Nature Park, a 4.56-acre passive park, is located in the
Southeastern corner of the City of Baldwin Park and was built in 1970 to
showcase native plants and local history. Recommendations for improvements
to the park were first outlined in the City of Baldwin Park's Comprehensive Park
Master Plan adopted in 2007, which was jointly funded by the City and the
RMC. These renovations were completed in 2018 for a total cost of $1.4 million,
and included enhanced landscaping, additional seating, new nature-inspired
playground, and ADA accommodations, that make the park easier to use by
children, the elderly, and overall creates a safer place to walk, run, play, and
enjoy green space.
LA County Regional Park and Open Space District, along with the RMC and
the California Natural Resources Agency (using Land and Water Conservation
Funds), all contributed funding toward the $1.4 million cost. All three agencies
continue to offer similar grants. Check out each agency’s websites for more
information

on

available

conservation

grants.

In-Progress: The City of Baldwin Park is developing a 2.3-mile trail connecting
the Big Dalton Wash trail at Walnut Creek Nature Park to the San Gabriel River
Trail going west from the park. The RMC is funding the bioswales and other
water capture elements that include stormwater capture, native drought
tolerant landscaping with over 330 native trees and large shrubs, benches/rest
stops, educational and directional signage in 3 languages (English, Spanish
and Mandarin), permeable pavement and recycled water irrigation. Stay tuned
for more updates!

Staff Spotlight

Dinah Felipe
Analyst

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy
What

were

your

first/favorite

experiences

of

nature?

I was lucky to grow up with nature all around me. I learned to appreciate the simplicity
of nature like smelling the crisp air after it rained or watching a flower bloom. My
favorite time of day is watching sunsets because even from an airplane you can see
the sky change colors. Of course, my favorite place to be is near the water such as
sitting

on

the

beach

or

riding

on

a

boat

at

the

lake.

What is your favorite part of the work you currently do at RMC?
Working for a cause is my favorite part of RMC. I started RMC at the beginning of
the COVID-19 pandemic so I learned something new at every meeting. It has been
a pleasure to hear about projects especially when you can see the passion from my
colleagues
What

are

faces.
some

of

the

challenges

of

doing

this

work?

A big challenge is the inability to say yes to everything due to policies, procedures,
rules, and regulations. As much as we love to support every aspect of a project, we
are limited to what we can and cannot do as a State Agency.

Project Updates

Heritage Point Park
City of Signal Hill

The Heritage Point Park project will transform a partially decommissioned oil field
into a community asset where residents can relax and enjoy the natural abundance
of Southern California. The 1.85-acre park is located along Cherry Avenue in Signal
Hill, on a hilltop with beautiful views of Long Beach, Catalina Island and the Pacific
Ocean. The project creates new recreational open space in a community comprised
of mostly apartments and condos and buffers a large industrial area. The park
amenities include incorporating habitat restoration and extensive drought tolerant
native plantings. The site combines sustainable design best management practices
that provide environmental educational opportunities for residents and students. A
heavily used community trail that runs through Signal Hill is also extended west of

Cherry Avenue through Heritage Point Park, a popular park amenity that has been
requested by community members at local meetings.
In early 2017 the RMC approved a $2 million dollar grant to the City of Signal Hill for
View Park. The project contained extensive recycled water elements and is located
on abandoned and active oil wells, which created significant issue with existing
pipelines and unforeseen infrastructure challenges during the design process. The
RMC awarded an additional $400,000 for a revised project that increased water
capture elements on the hillside, while implementing a stronger workforce
development component with the Long Beach Conservation Corps (LBCC) that
targeted local at-risk youth. In late 2021 the City of Signal Hill adopted the new name
“Heritage Point Park” for the site. The Long Beach Conservation Corps is currently
completing the final touches on the long sought after park, and a grand opening
event is being planned for mid-July of 2022.

Joint Powers Authority

WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

Upcoming Outdoor Water Restrictions

California is in a new normal of drought, but there is much we can do to be
resilient. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and other local
agencies will be imposing water restrictions beginning June 1, 2022. That means
outdoor watering will be limited to one day a week, with the potential for further
reductions as drought conditions grow more dire. There is need to dramatically
reduce water use, and we can make a big impact by replacing thirsty lawns!
Consider planting a garden of locally native plants. Native plants are the plants that
have evolved over thousands of years to thrive in our region with little additional
irrigation or maintenance. They are better suited to our climate and offer beauty
and aesthetic qualities that reflect the region's natural and cultural history. What’s
more, gardens of locally native plants nourish our local insects and birds much
more than plants imported from elsewhere. In these times of habitat loss and
drought, native plant gardens are becoming essential to help wildlife be resilient

too!
Native plant gardens can also be part of effective water capture strategies that help
bolster our region’s local water supply. For example, a Rain Garden is a shallow
depression in the earth that collects rainwater from a roof, driveway, or other urban
surface. Planted with drought tolerant and native plants, rain gardens capture
water, reduce stormwater runoff, filter pollutants, and conserve water. Rain
gardens can be incorporated into any landscape where water would otherwise run
into open storm drains—from residential yards to commercial parking lots and
streetscape improvements. Locating these basins adjacent to roadways and
parking areas is a cost-effective way to capture and treat pollutants while providing
many more benefits.
Go native! Here are some resources to get you started:
bewaterwise.com
Learn about Metropolitan Water District’s rebate programs.
CNPS.org/gardening
Gardening tips from California’s native plant experts.
Calscape.org
Discover which native plants grow best in your location and find nurseries near
you.

In other WCA News:

As a follow-up to our announcement in the April 2022 newsletter, the Gateway
Cities and Rivers Urban Greening Vision Plan has been publicly released and is
available online!

LOS CERRITOS WETLANDS AUTHORITY

Last Chance to Participate in our Public Access Questionnaire and learn
more about the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project!
The Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority – a joint powers authority comprised of
the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, the California Coastal Conservancy,
and the Cities of Seal Beach and Long Beach – initiated the design process
for the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project in early 2021. The
Project involves the restoration of tidal wetlands on 105-acres of the Los
Cerritos Wetlands located in Seal Beach, California, and will facilitate near
term restoration of a range of wetland types extending from subtidal areas to
upland transition areas. Restoration planning will consider factors such as
historical ecology, natural ecosystem processes, regional and socioeconomic
needs, resiliency to sea level rise, and current biotic and abiotic conditions of
the site.
Once completed, this multi-benefit project will provide critical native tidal
marsh and transitional habitat for migratory birds along the Pacific Flyway,
remediate contaminated soil, provide access to tribal groups, and provide
new public access opportunities in an urban area.
We want your input on the public access opportunities. An
online Questionnaire can be found here: https://s.surveyplanet.com/hel84kl2,
or downloaded on the LCWA website, which responses can be emailed
to lcwa@tidalinfluence.com. We look forward to hearing from you!
Please also join us on bird walks lead by El Dorado Audubon this month on

June 11, 2022 and on June 25, 2022 from 8-10AM! More information can be
found on the Stewardship Program tab of our website.

Announcement

Request for Broom Removal Field and Specialist Crews at
Mount Baldy Wilderness Preserve
WCA is issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) for broom removal services at
WCA’s Mount Baldy Wilderness Park for a multi-year invasive species removal
project. Respondents may apply for either or both of the following designated
roles:
Field Crew. The selected Field Crew Respondent(s) will conduct the bulk of the
field work and will have expertise with youth development, education, and/or
job training.

Specialist Crew. The selected Specialist Crew Respondent(s) will have
expertise with invasive species removal. Specialist crew will provide training
and oversight of field crews to eradicate broom from upstream areas of the
preserve, and oversee monitoring and mapping.
Interested entities may view the RFP here.
Submittal deadline for proposals:
Thursday, June 9, 2022, 5 pm
Proposals are required to be submitted electronically to: jtsong@wca.ca.gov,
cc: dwilliams@wca.ca.gov

Request for Proposal for Survey and Legal Description at
WalnutCreek Habitat and Open Space
WCA is issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) for survey services and creation of
legal descriptions of portions of two contiguous properties for the purpose of a Lot
Line Adjustment.
WCA and Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation each respectively own
property on adjacent lots in unincorporated Los Angeles County within the City of
San Dimas. WCA and Tzu Chi Foundation are seeking to complete a Lot Line

Adjustment by the end of 2022 in order to conform lot lines to current and
anticipated uses.
An aerial topographic survey was conducted in 2008 and that CAD file will be
made available to the selected consultant. Boundary monuments shall be placed to
memorialize the location of the new boundary lines.
The requested services are to occur as soon as possible.
Interested entities may view the RFP here.
Deadline for Submittal:
Tuesday, June 23, 2022, 5 pm

The RMC is excited to announce our NEW Non-Bond Priorities Grant Program.
The three programs are: 1) Wildfire Prevention Grant Program; 2) Lower Los
Angeles-Urban Streams and Rivers Program; and 3) Climate Resiliency Grant
Program. The guidelines and application is available on our website at
http://rmc.ca.gov/grants/. Grant applications are currently being accepted until all
funding is expended or the call for projects is closed, whichever occurs first.
The RMC plan to have technical assistance workshops early Summer so please
follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and/or Twitter or sign up for the newsletter for
updates.

RMC is Accepting Applications for Lower LA River Revitalization
Grant Programs - Up to $47 Million Available

RMC is accepting applications on an on-going basis for Lower Los Angeles
River (LLAR) revitalization projects. Up to $47 million is available from LLAR
Proposition 1 and 68 grant programs through the RMC. Applications will be
reviewed

quarterly.

The primary focus of RMC's LLAR Prop 1 and 68 grant programs are the
planning and implementation of projects that meet the goals and objectives of
the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan, which are:
1. Enhancing eco-system services and mitigating for impacts of climate
change,
2. Creating diverse, vibrant public spaces along and connected to the Lower
LA River corridor, from Vernon to Long Beach and within 1.5 miles of the LA
River,
3. Increasing equitable community river access and assets.

You can view RMC's detailed Prop 1 Guidelines (water bond) and Prop 68
Guidelines (park and water bond) here. RMC LLAR Prop 1 and 68 Guidelines
are similar to each other but have different evaluation criteria - Prop 1 prioritizes
water supply/quality benefits and Prop 68 prioritizes community park
benefits.

Please contact us at info@rmc.ca.gov with any questions.

For quick reference, see:
o

What to Submit | Grant Program Overview Presentation

o

Grant Application Form (same for Prop 1 and 68)

o

Prop 1 Evaluation Criteria and Prop 68 Evaluation Criteria

o

CCC Consultation Forms (required for Prop 1 and recommended for
Prop 68)

The RMC is seeking one or more qualified, entities to provide Community
Engagement and Outreach professional services focused on projects along the
Lower Los Angeles River. The selected Respondent(s) will have expertise in
managing public outreach and community engagement projects, including but not
limited to marketing, media relations, and social media engagement.
Submittal Deadline: June 30, 2022 at 3:00 PM . You may view the RFQ Notice and
full RFQ here: https://linktr.ee/2RM. Please also visit https://lowerlariver.org for

more information.

Upcoming Meetings
RMC Board Meeting – June 20th, 2022, 1:30 p.m.
WCA Board Meeting – June 16th, 2022, 1:30pm
LCWA Board Meeting - Next Meeting is August 4th, 2022 at 12:30pm
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