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DATE: September 20, 2017

TO: Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Committee
FROM: Phil Hawkey, Executive Director

RE: JEFF SEYMOUR COMMUNITY CENTER TOUR

RECOMMENDED ACTION

For information only.

BACKGROUND

The Jeff Seymour Family Center, serves as acommunity hub for families, and
provides comprehensive programs to promote overall family wellness. The site was previously home
to a middle school that was decommissioned and repurposed to house local non-profits. After
undergoing renovations, the site is now home to Bike SGV and San Gabriel Mountains Forever
(SGMF). Bike SGV started as a simple Facebook page devoted to cycling in the San Gabriel Valley.
The organization has grown, and now partners with community groups, public health agencies, and
other stakeholders to promote active transportation, improve air quality, and support multi-modal
transportation planning. SGMF works to permanently protect the San Gabriel Mountains by building
support to protect local forests, rivers and parks and provide greater access

Wes Reutimann, Executive Director Bike SGV, and Belinda Faustinos Executive Director of SGMF
will provide a tour of the facility, and discuss their organizations local projects (Attachment A).
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A rain garden is a planted depression that absorbs stormwater runoff from impervious
urban surfaces, recharging our groundwater supply. Rain gardens located throughout the
Jeff Seymour Family Center collect and infiltrate water from rooftops, sidewalks, asphalt
blacktops, and parking lots. These rain gardens also help cool surrounding surfaces and
provide habitat for native plants, birds, and butterflies.

Metrics

Stormwater Capacity /000

: : cubic feet
void space of all campus rain gardens

Habitat Value @

Heat Island Reduction 10 °F

average temperature reduction vs. previous conditions

Promotes Physical Activity (v

Greenhouse Gas Uptake 428

. ) . . . . . . of trees over 40 years metric tons
The rain garden in front of you began as a flat area of only grass. Amigos de los The rain garden today is planted with water-wise and native shrubs and trees,

Rios staff, volunteers and conservation corps workers removed the grass and with mulch and gravel to help absorb and infiltrate stormwater as well as provide
changed the shape of the ground to better capture stormwater. habitat to birds, butterflies, and other pollinators.

Value of GHG Uptake $94,000

of trees over 40 years
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Funding for this project has been

. provided by the California Greenhouse -

Rain Garden Gas Reduction Fund through the <4

ASphalt / G rass California Department of Forestry and i
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Urban and

Community Forestry Program.

Campus green infrastructure plan
implemented through a community-based ’\‘\
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Lreemr Rain Modules

Rain modules collect and help infiltrate stormwater. In a heavy storm, water fills the

empty space inside the modules, allowing time for the water to seep into the soil below.

As gravity pushes the water through layers of soil, it is naturally cleaned before reaching

our underground water supply. At the Jeff Seymour Family Center, rain modules were |

strategically installed underneath rain gardens cut out of the school blacktop. ecoscccceceee ERE
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Stormwater Capacity 400

: cubic feet
void space created

Habitat Value

Heat Island Reduction

average temperature reduction vs. previous conditions

Promotes Physical Activity

Greenhouse Gas Uptake 39

of trees over 40 years metric tons

The asphalt blacktop did not allow water to infiltrate. Instead, water ran off the ===

blacktop and into the storm drain system and the nearby Rio Hondo. modules are surrounded by gravel and a layer of sand, allowing stormwater to Value of GHG Uptake $9,000

R collect and infiltrate. of trees over 40 years

ASphaIt Rain Garden + Funding for this project has been

provided by the California Greenhouse

Raln MOdUIGS Gas Reduction Fund through the
: " N g W &5 California Department of Forestry and
$ $ & Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Urban and
Community Forestry Program.
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Sidewalk furrows are long, vegetated strips between the sidewalk and the street. The
furrows have gently bowl-shaped depressions under a layer of mulch to capture stormwater
running off nearby impermeable surfaces. Amigos de los Rios staff, volunteers and
conservation corps workers removed grass and planted the furrows with native vegetation
and shade trees, creating habitat and helping to cool the parking lot and sidewalk.

Stormwater Capacity 290

: cubic feet
void space created

Habitat Value

Heat Island Reduction

average temperature reduction vs. previous conditions

Promotes Physical Activity

_ a : Greenhouse Gas Uptake 90

of trees over 40 years metric tons
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Value of GHG Uptake $20,000

of trees over 40 years

Funding for this project has been
provided by the California Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund through the
California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Urban and
Community Forestry Program.

4‘N -
—_— Campus green infrastructure plan

‘ : " implemented through a community-based P\
$ ¢4 - process by AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS, a 501(C)3. ?‘ A=
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Over 400 new trees were planted throughout the Jeff Seymour Family Center—cooling
surfaces, creating habitat, improving air quality, capturing stormwater, and beautifying
the campus environment. The grove of trees in front of you includes California native
Oak, Hollyleaf Cherry, and Toyon. Cottonwood trees encircle the rain garden behind you.
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Stormwater Capacity 30

: cubic feet
void space created

Habitat Value

Heat Island Reduction

average temperature reduction vs. previous conditions

Promotes Physical Activity

Greenhouse Gas Uptake 1219

of trees over 40 years metric tons

The grass field h
very few trees. ;

NG Sy P pecpieand e enoen - Value of GHG Uptake $268,000

- N | . . 2t L i R B PO ot e of trees over 40 years
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Funding for this project has been
provided by the California Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund through the
California Department of Forestry and

Grass Field : Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Urban and

Community Forestry Program.

Campus green infrastructure plan

implemented through a community-based

process by AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS, a 501(C)3. g‘
www.amigosdelosrios.org AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS
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Jeff Seymour . Green 5 poiohry
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Studies have shown that exposure and access to green space improves academic
behavior and positively affects mental and physical health. The walking paths at the Jeff
Seymour Family Center provide opportunities for physical fitness in a more natural setting.
A walking path loops around the campus field and alongside a bioswale shaded by native
Cottonwood, Sycamore, and Oak. In the blacktop area, planting space was cut out of
asphalt, creating paths amongst native trees and shrubs.

Metrics

- _ 2 ST _ -7 Stormwater Capacity
A== ™ i o ? ' £ : void space created

. St b B e & — | — . =3 = = 5 e W .

i 4 S i Heat Island Reduction
) \ : average temperature reduction vs. previous conditions

ﬂ Promotes Physical Activity

Greenhouse Gas Uptake 632

of trees over 40 years metric tons

The field and blacktop did not have designated places to walk. AWal |hg rﬁaths s ndin d and thre c @ Value of GHG Uptake $139,000
; : ~provide opportu ties: r nysical fitnes N ! of trees over 40 years

Funding for this project has been provided
by the California Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund through the California Department
. of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE),
Grass Field

Urban and Community Forestry Program.

Campus green infrastructure plan

implemented through a community-based

process by AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS, a 501(C)3 e )
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