
Valley Voice
The official newsletter of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments

September 2022

Baldwin Park’s Serenity Homes: San Gabriel Valley’s
First Tiny Home Shelter for Families

The City of Baldwin Park has partnered with the San Gabriel Valley
Regional Housing Trust (SGVRHT) and the San Gabriel Valley
Council of Governments (SGVCOG) to develop a 16-unit tiny home
site to provide 50 beds of temporary housing for families
experiencing homelessness in the City of Baldwin Park. This will
be the first tiny home site in the San Gabriel Valley specifically for
families and will serve as a model for the region. There will be a
Grand Opening for the site on Saturday, September 24th at 11 am.
 
Families experiencing homelessness carry tremendous stress that
accompanies the loss of one’s home, stability, and feelings of
safety. Children experiencing homelessness frequently worry
about where they will live, their pets, their belongings, and other
family members. At this site, these families will gain the safety
and stability that comes with having a roof over their heads while
being connected to permanent housing.
 
We are currently collecting donations and seeking volunteers to
help create a welcoming and comfortable environment for the
families that will be moving onto the site. We’ve created a Target
wishlist where you can donate items for families. If you are
interested in volunteer opportunities, you can indicate interest
here, or you can contact Meredith Sharkey directly at
msharkey@sgvcog.org. You can learn more about the site at
sgvrht.org/familysite.
. 

SGVCOG Selected by Harvard Kennedy School of
Government for Alternative Emergency Response

Implementation  

The Harvard Kennedy School of Government Performance Lab (GPL)

announced the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) will

participate in its 2022-2023 Alternative 911 Emergency Response

Implementation Cohort, an initiative designed to support city and county

leaders in implementing and expanding alternative responses to 911 calls.

The SGVCOG will receive targeted technical assistance to advance

alternative emergency responses from GPL. 

The GPL selected just four jurisdictions, the SGVCOG being one of them,

from a highly competitive applicant pool of 62 jurisdictions around the

country. The GPL provides jurisdictions with technical assistance to speed

up and improve the implementation of alternative teams that include

trained responders like social workers and peer support specialists. This

can include analyzing 911 call data, creating training protocol for response

teams, designing 911 call decision trees, preparing community briefing

materials, tracking key performance metrics, and assisting with procuring

services from local providers.

SGVCOG to Host Community Workshop for the
San Gabriel Valley Transit Feasibility Study

The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG), in
partnership with LA Metro, is beginning Phase 2 of the San Gabriel
Valley Transit Feasibility Study. Together, the SGVCOG and LA Metro
are  studying how to improve public transit services in the San
Gabriel Valley. 

During Phase 1 of the feasibility study between July 2021 and June
2022, the SGVCOG evaluated 15 possible alternatives for improving
mobility in the San Gabriel Valley. After receiving stakeholder
input, the team narrowed the list of alternatives to the three most
feasible options. The public will now have the opportunity to
provide feedback on the three proposed transit options that will be
considered for near-term implementation.

Now it’s time for the community to weigh in on these routes.
Please attend one of our two upcoming San Gabriel Valley Transit
Feasibility Study Community Workshops (Virtual!) on  Tuesday,
September 20th,  and share your thoughts on these three
proposals to improve mobility!  These workshops will be virtual
events conducted via Zoom, with a presentation at the top of the
hour, followed by a Q&A session.

You can RSVP for either workshop on Tuesday, September 20th,
2022 below:
 
- 12-1 p.m.: https://bit.ly/3CjqeqZ

- 6-7 p.m.: https://bit.ly/3dLNl36

For more information about the project, please
visit https://www.sgvcog.org/transit-study. 

Congresswoman Judy Chu Presents $3 million to the
San Gabriel Valley Regional Housing Trust

Congresswoman Judy Chu presented the San Gabriel Valley Regional

Housing Trust with a $3 million Community Project Funding check for

the San Gabriel Valley Project Pipeline. The funding will support the

construction of affordable housing developments in the San Gabriel

Valley. We sincerely thank Congresswoman Chu for her unwavering

support and successful efforts in addressing our region's unique

housing needs. 

Pictured above (L-R): Claremont Council Member Jennifer Stark,  Rimmi Hundal, Executive Director

of Tri-City Mental Health, Congresswoman Judy Chu, Mayor of Claremont and Chair of the SGVRHT

Jed Leano, Mayor of Monrovia and President of the SGVCOG Becky Shevlin, Mayor Pro-Tem of the

City of Glendora and SGVRHT Board Member Gary Boyer, and Claremont Mayor Pro Tem Ed Reece.

SGVCOG Staff Member Spotlight:
Aurelio Marquez, Community Relations Coordinator

What do you like most about
working with the SGVCOG?
Although I have only recently  joined

the SGVCOG, I have enjoyed the

willingness of people to cooperate

when help is needed. The teamwork

environment that exists  makes me

excited for future collaborations and

most importantly to learn and grow. 

 

New SGVCOG Employee
The SGVCOG sincerely welcomes the following individual for joining our

team this past month: 
Roy Choi, Manager of Transportation

News-in-Brief

Wildfire Team Hosts

Twitterchat

The SGVCOG’s Wildfire Team

hosted a Twitterchat with

six other organizations (LA

County Fire Division 3, CA

Fire Science, Regional

Mountains Conservancy,

CALFIRE, the Theodore Payne

Foundation, and the US

Green Building Council - LA

Chapter) with six questions

asking these organizations

to provide answers and

share online resources about

basic wildfire terminology,

how to prepare for

evacuations, and how

residents should protect

their homes and themselves

before a wildfire event

occurs. This was the first

Twitterchat that the SGVCOG

has hosted as part of its

Wildfire Outreach Program

grant from the Regional

Mountains Conservancy. You

can review this Twitter chat

here. 

13th Annual California

Climate & Energy

Forum!

The California Climate and

Energy Forum (CCEC) will be

hosting its 13th Annual

Forum from September 21st

to September 22nd at the

Sheraton San Diego Hotel.

The forum aims to foster

knowledge exchange and

collaboration amongst local

climate and energy

practitioners to advance fair

and equitable climate

change and energy practices.

Registrations for the forum

are now open and interested

individuals can learn more

and sign up on the CCEC

Forum website here. 

SGVCOG Can Help

Increase Your Home's

Energy Efficiency

Interested in increasing your

home's energy efficiency?

We can assist you! The

SGVCOG has partnered with

the County of Los Angeles,

which administers the

Southern California Regional

Energy Network (SoCalREN)

to bring together a wide

variety of services with one

common goal: achieving

unprecedented levels of

energy savings

Get started by signing up for

a free eSGV review! Our staff

will walk you through the

whole-house approach to

energy efficiency, giving you

the tools necessary to

become more efficient. Find

out more information here! 

September Committee Meeting Schedule
Please be advised that all Board and committee meetings that are held this month

will be conducted virtually over Zoom Conferencing. Livestreams of the meetings

can be found on the SGVCOG website here. The livestreams of San Gabriel Valley

Regional Housing Trust Board of Directors meetings can be found here. 

Homelessness Committee: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 at 8:00 AM

Transportation Committee: Thursday, September 8, 2022 at 4:00 PM

Public Works Working Group (Special): Monday, September 12, 2022 at 12:00 PM

City Managers' Steering Committee (Special): Wednesday, September 14, 2022 at 12:00

PM

SGVRHT Board of Directors: Thursday, September 15, 2022 at 9:00 AM

Capital Projects and Construction Committee (Special): Thursday, September 15, 2022

at 3:00 PM

Governing Board: Thursday, September 15, 2022 at 4:00 PM

EENR Committee: Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 1:00 PM

Planning Directors' Working Group: Thursday, September 22, 2022 at 12:00 PM
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