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SGVCOG Governing Board Elects 
FY 2022-2023 Executive Officers

On May 19th, the SGVCOG Governing Board unanimously voted to re-elect the existing

executive officers to serve in their positions for another term. Monrovia City

Councilmember Becky Shevlin will continue to serve as the SGVCOG President. La Verne

Mayor Tim Hepburn will continue to serve as 1st Vice President, Claremont Mayor Pro Tem

Ed Reece as 2nd Vice President, and Arcadia City Councilmember April Verlato as 3rd

Vice President. The Officers will serve in their positions until June 30, 2023. 

Each of the Executive Officers have broad experience in regional quality-of-life issues.

Shevlin has served on the SGVCOG Governing Board since 2009, Hepburn since 2015,

Reece since 2018, and Verlato since 2019. 



SGVCOG Hosts 
Durfee Avenue Opening Ceremony

On May 25th, the SGVCOG held the Durfee Avenue Opening Ceremony to mark the

completion of the Durfee Avenue Grade Separation Project in Pico Rivera, CA. Throughout

the past two and a half years, portions of Durfee Avenue in Pico Rivera closed to allow

workers to construct a two-lane roadway underpass and a railroad bridge to carry freight

trains over the lowered roadway. The Project aims to eliminate collisions, train horn noises,

and delays for emergency responders to improve safety in the local community.  

Durfee Avenue opened the following day on May 26th at 10:00am. The Durfee Crossing is

used by more than 13,000 vehicles each day. Since 1981, there have been nine recorded

collisions and four of those incidents involved fatalities. The $107.8 million project is one of

the 19 roadway-rail grade separation projects overseen and managed by the SGVCOG. 

The SGVCOG sincerely thanks the U.S. Department of Transportation, the California

Department of Transportation, the California Transportation Commission, the City of Pico

Rivera, and member agencies for their support in assisting with the delivery of this project. 

SGVCOG and City of Montebello Host Opening
Ceremony for Montebello Tiny Homes



On May 18th, the SGVCOG, the San Gabriel Valley Regional Housing Trust, and the City

of Montebello hosted a ceremony to announce and celebrate the opening of the

Montebello Tiny Homes. Known as "Operation Stay Safe," the Montebello Tiny Homes

became the largest Tiny Home Village in the San Gabriel Valley region. The Village

includes thirty 64-square-foot  heated and air-conditioned units. Each of the units is

equipped with a bed, desk, shelves, and other living amenities. 

The Village is designed to assist 120 individuals yearly and are for those who need a place

to stay for about 90 days until they are placed in permanent housing situations. The

Montebello Fire Department will be collaborating with Volunteers of America to provide on-

site services, such as case management, meal delivery, secured site access, security, and

mental health and health services. More than 20 clients have already been signed up and

are expected to move in over the next several weeks. 

Earlier in November 2021, the SGVCOG and the San Gabriel Valley Regional Housing

Trust partnered with the City of Baldwin Park to open the Esperanza Villa Tiny Homes

Village, which includes 25 tiny homes. Additional information regarding the SGVCOG's

Tiny Home Villages can be found here. 

Upcoming SGVCOG Homelessness Programs

Over the next few months, the SGVCOG is excited to launch several regional programs

https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=3347eb9ba2&e=e461dcd060


targeted at supporting persons experiencing homelessness (PEH) and cities in their efforts

to support PEH:

High Acuity and Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Focused Outreach and

Services Program: The Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol and Drug Abuse (LA

CADA) will provide targeted outreach and engagement to PEH who may suffer from

substance use disorders, mental health disorders, or need the greatest support and

services to end their homelessness. LA CADA will work closely with participating city

staff to target those unhoused residents with the greatest needs in each community.

The program will launch over the next month.  

Services to Supplement Existing Homeless Services Program: Union Station

Homeless Services (USHS) will provide additional services for PEH to supplement

those services that currently exist in the region. Specifically, USHS will provide three

multi-disciplinary teams (MDTs), combining a case worker, mental health clinician,

and medical clinician, to provide street outreach, housing navigation, case

management, homelessness prevention, and more. The program will launch over

the next month.

San Gabriel Valley Homelessness, Mental Health, and Crisis Response Pilot

Program: LA CADA will provide mobile crisis response teams that will be able to

provide support to law enforcement in responding to non-violent 911-calls for

persons experiencing acute mental and behavioral health crises. The pilot program

will be launching in July, in a pilot area, in order to establish a strong program

foundation, build trust, and collect data that will inform program expansion.

SGVCOG Staff Member Spotlight: 
John Beshay, Senior Project Manager

What do you like most about working

at the SGVCOG? 

I am thankful to be working with many

professional, skilled, and hardworking staff

members who show a true passion for

helping many communities within the San

Gabriel Valley region. I am excited to be a



part of these regional projects and grateful

for the opportunity to build great

relationships with local agencies, the

County, and the State. 

News-in-Brief

SGV Transit Feasibility

Study Updates

Last month, the Metro Board

of Directors approved the

incorporation of $1.8 million in

Metro's FY 2023 Budget for

the SGVCOG to complete the

San Gabriel Valley Transit

Feasibility Study. The Study

launched in July 2021 to

evaluate and improve mobility

in the San Gabriel Valley. With

an anticipated completion date

of June 2023, the Study will

identify transit options

eSGV Residential Energy

Assessments

The SGVCOG proudly

launched the Efficiency San

Gabriel Valley (eSGV)

Program with the Southern

Calfiornia Regional Energy

Network (SoCalREN) last

month to provide no-cost

energy assessments for San

Gabriel Valley residents. The

Program is an updated and

rebranded version of the

EASY Program following the

sunsetting of the SGV Energy

13th Annual 

CCEC Forum

The California Climate and

Energy Forum (CCEC) will be

hosting its 13th Annual Forum

from September 21st to

September 22nd at the

Sheraton San Diego Hotel.

The forum aims to foster

knowledge exchange and

collaboration amongst local

climate and energy

practitioners to advance fair

and equitable climate change

and energy practices.

https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=1a0dee6476&e=e461dcd060
https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=2472a13dc2&e=e461dcd060
https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=f33af99729&e=e461dcd060


designed to enhance

connectivity. Additional

information regarding the

Study can be found here.

Wise Partnership last year.

Interested homeowners and

renters can sign up for an

online or in-person

assessment here. 

Registrations for the forum are

now open and interested

individuals can learn more and

sign up on the CCEC Forum

website here. 

June Committee Meeting Schedule

Please be advised that all Board and committee meetings that are held this month

will be conducted virtually over Zoom Conferencing. Livestreams of the meetings

can be found on the SGVCOG website here. The livestreams of San Gabriel Valley

Regional Housing Trust Board of Directors meetings can be found here. 

Homelessness Committee: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at 8:00 AM

City Managers' Steering Committee: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at 12:00 PM

Executive Committee: Monday, June 6, 2022 at 10:00 AM

Governing Board (Special): Monday, June 6, 2022 at 4:00 PM

SGVRHT Board of Directors: Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at 1:00 PM

Transportation Committee: Tuesday, June 9, 2022 at 4:00 PM

Water Committee: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 10:00 AM

EENR Committee: Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 1:00 PM

Governing Board (Regular): Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 4:00 PM

Public Works Working Group: Monday, June 20, 2022 at 12:00 PM

Planning Directors' Working Group: Thursday, June 23, 2022 at 12:00 PM

Capital Projects and Construction Committee: Monday, June 27, 2022 at 12:00 PM

https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=5d33a85ea1&e=e461dcd060
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https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=f11284aa75&e=e461dcd060
https://theaceproject.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7fa61fcd2e588019ff25b3734&id=cc3841a0b7&e=e461dcd060
mailto:sgv@sgvcog.org

