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San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments
Launches Regional Mobile Crisis Response Program 

On October 26th, local elected officials from the San Gabriel Valley

Council of Governments (SGVCOG) and the Cities of Arcadia,

Montebello, San Marino, and South Pasadena gathered to announce the

launch of the San Gabriel Valley Crisis Assistance Response and

Engagement (SGV CARE) program.   SGV CARE is the first multi-city

regional collaboration focused on providing alternative mobile crisis

response to 911 emergency calls for unhoused and housed individuals

experiencing a mental health or behavioral health crisis.

This new and exciting crisis response program is an important

modification to how the San Gabriel Valley and the participating cities

respond to non-violent emergency calls.  Under a phased approach

initially, through a co-response model, the cohort of four cities,

including South Pasadena, San Marino, Arcadia, and Montebello, are

participating in the program in partnership with Los Angeles Centers

for Alcohol and Drug Abuse (L.A. CADA) that will dispatch two-person

Mobile Crisis Teams (MCT) consisting of a licensed clinician and

certified peer support specialist or substance use disorder counselor to

accompany police or fire officials to respond to mental and behavioral

health service calls.

During the press conference, California State Senator Anthony

Portantino (SD-25) announced $850,000 in new direct funding that he

secured from the 2022-2023 state budget for the mobile crisis response

pilot program. These resources will help expand SGV CARE to other

cities in the San Gabriel Valley, connecting vulnerable residents to

definitive care for acute medical, mental health, and social needs

through trauma-informed engagement. 

The development and current operations of the pilot program are

funded through Los Angeles County’s Measure H. Currently, there is

one full-time MCT providing support to Arcadia, San Marino, and

South Pasadena on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, while a

second part-time MCT is providing services to Montebello, with

support on Monday and Wednesday.

 

UPDATE: Diamond Bar Golf Course Renovation

As part of the planned freeway improvements to the SR-57/SR-60

Confluence Project, the Diamond Bar Golf Course was temporarily

closed on September 1, 2021. Over the past year, renovations have been

underway on the course and its support facilities, improving overall

operations and golfing experience. The course is scheduled to reopen in

2023.

If you have recently traveled along the SR-57/SR-60, you can’t miss

the new Diamond Bar Golf Course boundary poles. They are tall,

reaching as high as 170 feet into the air!  Modern golf clubs help golfers

hit the ball farther and higher. To better protect vehicles traveling on

the SR-57/SR-60, the old fence line was removed, and taller boundary

poles were installed as an overall enhancement to the course. It took an

estimated 1/2-million square feet of netting to cover the length of the

course. 

 
                                     

 

Grading crews are roughing out new fairways, bunkers, and greens for

those holes that were relocated to make room for the SR-57/SR-60

Confluence Project improvements.  All work continues to progress, and

the course is on target to reopen in 2023.

Highlights of Golf Course Improvements:

Redesign layouts of holes 3,6 and 9   

All 18 tee boxes and fairways are to be renovated

All 18 greens and sand traps are to be renovated

 
Please note that all golf course facilities remain closed during these

renovations, with no public access to the course by motorized vehicles,

bikes, or foot traffic. Full plans of the renovations and improvements

are available at (909) 861-8282. Future golf tournament and banquet

information/reservations may be acquired by calling

www.sgvcog.org/5760project

Alternative Golf Courses:

During the closure of Diamond Bar Golf Course, the community

has several other nearby public golf courses with comparable

green fees, costs, and facilities.

For a map and list of alternative golf courses, go to

www.sgvcog.org/5760project-dbgc

San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments and Los Angeles County

Parks and Recreation appreciate the community’s ongoing patience

during the temporary closure of the golf course and look forward to

welcoming you back in 2023.

We're Moving! 

For many years, the SGVCOG held two active office leases in the cities of

Alhambra and Irwindale. In April of this year, staff began the process of

narrowing down options to identify a single new consolidated office

location based on an office space needs assessment, as well as other

considerations such as office location, price, and more. Through much

due diligence and the support of our Board, we  identified an exciting

new  location in the City of  Monrovia.   This new facility will be a

functional space tailored to our specific agency needs while enabling

the SGVCOG to save on monthly lease expenses by up to 30%. 

The SGVCOG staff has been working hard to coordinate this major

move for several months now. On November 1st, our team officially

began emptying  boxes at the Monrovia location, formally beginning

our new chapter in our new home.   The SGVCOG staff  is still working

tirelessly to unload office supplies and set up. We hope to have our new

location up and running and fully operational in the coming weeks. In

the interim please note our new address! 

 
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments

1333 S. Mayflower Avenue, Suite 360
Monrovia, CA 91016

SGVCOG to Host Wildfire Household Education Workshop

On Wednesday, November 9th, from 5-6 pm,  the SGVCOG,  in

partnership with Sierra Madre Community Emergency Response Team

(CERT), will host a webinar on household wildfire safety. As you know,

many communities in the San Gabriel Valley are at an unprecedented

risk of facing wildfires. The changing climate conditions have caused

an extended, year-round wildfire season, thus worsening the impacts

and frequency of these events. Now,  it is more important than ever to

get your family and loved ones prepared.

In this webinar, you’ll learn what to do if you need to evacuate, how to

upgrade your home to keep it safe, and how to create defensible space

in your yard to protect your house.

We invite you to join the SGVCOG and Sierra Madre CERT to learn how

to protect yourself, your family, and your home from wildfires.

You can register here: tinyurl.com/WHEW. 

Join us at the San Gabriel Valley Housing Summit

Join the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership, San Gabriel Valley

Council of Governments, and Presenting Sponsor, National CORE, for a

discussion on the current state of the housing market, how we got here,

and what can we can do to positively impact it. A special emphasis will

include workforce housing that can keep our region moving forward as

a major economic engine for the country.

The event is taking place on November 16, 2022, from 7:30 am to 12:00

pm and will be held at the Pacific Palms Resort in the City of Industry.

You can join us by registering for the event here.

Lourdes Castro Ramirez, Secretary of the California Business,

Consumer Services and Housing Agency, will be the Keynote Speaker. 

Other distinguished speakers will include:

• Dr. Robert Kleinhenz of Kleinhenz Economics

• Steve PonTell, CEO of National CORE

• Liam Dillon, Staff Writer for Housing at the Los Angeles Times

• Jed Leano, Mayor of Claremont and Chair of the San Gabriel Valley

Regional Housing Trust

• Becky Shevlin, Mayor of Monrovia and President of the San Gabriel

Valley Council of Governments

• Haggai Mazler, KB Home

• Joseph Perri, The Olson Company

• Alexa Washburn, National CORE

We will also be welcoming Senator Susan Rubio.

7:30 am - Check-In & Breakfast

8:00 am - Program Begins

12:00 pm - Program Concludes

Sponsorships Available  

For sponsorships or table purchases, please

contact info@sgvpartnership.org. 

Booths and program ads also available.

SGVCOG Staff Member Spotlight:
Roy Choi, Manager of Transportation

What do you like most about
working with the SGVCOG?
I am honored by the opportunity to

represent and work with the member

cities in the San Gabriel Valley to

improve mobility for the subregion.  I

enjoy the youthful enthusiasm that

the SGVCOG staff has to accomplish

the goals and visions for the SGV

subregion, and am constantly amazed

by the talent and experience of our

younger staff and how everyone

works together to get our mission

accomplished.

What is a fun fact about you?
After immigrating to the US in 1977, I

named myself after my TV hero Roy

DeSoto from the TV show

"Emergency" and decades later got to

meet him at a reunion held for the

show's cast members and fans. It was

a very surreal experience.

New SGVCOG Employee
The SGVCOG sincerely welcomes the following individuals for joining our

team this past month: 
Jeremy Romanul, Senior Management Analyst
Mackenzie Bolger, Senior Management Analyst

News-in-Brief

The Fourth Annual

Greater LA Food

Rescue Roundtable

The SGVCOG is

participating in the Fourth

Annual Greater LA Food

Rescue Roundtable on

November 9th  and

facilitating a breakout

session on our Regional

Food Recovery Program.

There will be several

presentations and

discussions throughout

this event which starts at 9

am and ends at 1 pm. 

The Roundtable is hosted

by the City of Los Angeles,

Athens Services, and

elePlate, and covers

collaborative food systems,

attracting volunteers,

social media and volunteer

engagement, food drives,

and a Hunger Map. To learn

more about this upcoming

event follow the link here. 

Gratitude: The Gift

That Keeps on

Thanks-Giving!

With the long-distance

travel and the extravagant

meal traditionally associated

with Thanksgiving, you

might think it is an

unsustainable holiday. But

don’t despair! You can have

your turkey and eat it too.

Thanksgiving is about

gratitude. And gratitude can

actually drive sustainable

action, including extracting

fewer resources, according to

a recent study. We hope you

will join us this

Thanksgiving in taking note

of the natural benefits we

rely on and letting our

gratitude guide us towards

sustainable action. Then,

let’s talk about how the San

Gabriel Valley Council of

Governments and our

partners at SoCalREN Public

Agency Programs can help

your public agency conserve

through energy upgrades at

your facility.

SGVCOG Can Help

Increase Your Home's

Energy Efficiency

Interested in increasing your

home's energy efficiency?

We can assist you! The

SGVCOG has partnered with

the County of Los Angeles,

which administers the

Southern California Regional

Energy Network (SoCalREN)

to bring together a wide

variety of services with one

common goal: achieving

unprecedented levels of

energy savings

Get started by signing up for

a free eSGV review! Our staff

will walk you through the

whole-house approach to

energy efficiency, giving you

the tools necessary to

become more efficient. Find

out more information here!

November Committee Meeting Schedule
Please be advised that all Board and committee meetings that are held this month

will be conducted virtually over Zoom Conferencing. Livestreams of the meetings

can be found on the SGVCOG website here. The live streams of San Gabriel Valley

Regional Housing Trust Board of Directors meetings can be found here. 

Homelessness Committee: Wednesday, November 2, 2022, at 8:00 AM

City Managers' Steering Committee: Wednesday, November 2, 2022, at 12:00 PM

Executive Committee: Monday, November 7, 2022, at 10:00 AM

Water Committee & Water Working Group: Tuesday, November 8, 2022, at 10:00 AM

Transportation Committee: Thursday, November 10, 2022, at 4:00 PM

EENR Committee: Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 1:00 PM

SGVRHT Board of Directors: Thursday, November 17, 2022, at 9:00 AM

Governing Board: Thursday, November 17, 2022, at 4:00 PM

Public Works Working Group: Monday, November 21, 2022, at 12:00 PM

Capital Projects and Construction Committee: Monday, November 28, 2022, at 12:00 PM
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